February 5, 1957

Mr, Millard Susman
L Ladue Crest Lane
3t. louls Cy, 17, ¥o.

Dear dr. Susman;

Your applications for fellowship support, and supporting documentas,
have been received and are under earnest consideration. Since you men-
tioned mlicroblal gemetios as your special interest, thess papers have
besn referred to mo for custody mearnwhile.

You don't have to be reminded that you have an unusual redord of
performance in undergraduate study. With the sbiiity that these creden-
tdals iaply, you should be welcomed at any of a number of graduate schools.
You should not waate such an opportunity: you cught to define your aims
as clearly as you can now, ard then choome the particular schools where
you can best realise then,

On the other hand, high undergraduate schievmsnt has not always
gone hend in hand with superlative graduste and resesrch periormance.
For this, lmegimation, motivation, perspective, stabiilty zre =z importsant
as intellectual nenity,

Your application was somewhat vegue as to the ares of your greatest
interests. Perhape this has not differentirnted yst. I am very much interested
in your application, zmnd would like to ensourage you to = more detailed
digeveelon of your caresr alms. HKow much do you know of microbial genetics
to mnke a sound baeis for your nroapactlve intereat? Huve you that e
about 1t to have any ldemaz to the sort of research probles you might like
to undertaka? I mizht as wall tell you bluntly that ws have very little
here by way of formal imsgruction --e.g. just one 2 or 3-hour course in
such a specialtiy as microbial genetics— owr muin training effort $s in
the uctual conduct of coonerative rasearch, studentsand professor working
as intimately as possible. By the time a student has reuched graduate
school, moat of his further lsarning ought to be aself-taught, and my
main tunction is to furmish research facilities and genaral guidancs,
However, the university has many dldactle resources ia the hkarby subjec te
of biochemistry, microbiology. etc., to help a studeut enrich kés background.

Meanwhile, I am forwarding your application for a ARP assistantship
to the appropriate committes. If (as would surprise me; this fails, I still
have under advisemsnt your general application, to which an award might be
made from project funds. I would look forward to hearing more froam you as
a basis for this deciaion, and for the important question whether my own
laboratory is the best place for you to go. (I should add that 1/2-time
research assistantships will pay $1920 p/a; the WARF appointments probably
alightly more.] Yours sincerely,



